From furuncle to axillary web syndrome: shedding light on histopathology and pathogenesis.
Axillary web syndrome (AWS) is defined as a cord-like structure extending from the axilla to the medial arm following axillary surgery in women with breast cancer. There is only limited literature on the pathogenesis of this syndrome and the etiology of the cord. A 57-year-old man presented with a band-like skin depression and tightness over the medial aspect of his arm extending from the axilla to the antecubital fossa following development of a furuncle in the ipsilateral axilla. Histopathologic examination of the 'band' revealed fibroblastic proliferation surrounding the lymphatic vessel which was identified by presence of an obvious valve as well as positive staining for D2-40, a specific marker for lymphatic endothelium. This is the first report of AWS following axillary furunculosis. This case adds to the limited data on the histopathology of AWS, further confirming the etiology of the 'cord' to be of lymphatic origin.